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MERCEDES GERMAN MASTER
Stuttgart, Germany—Now 21
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Of the first 15 combinations to jump, nine
went chean=—=&ight more ained them,
bringing the jump-off total to 17,

Michaels-Beerhaum and Shosttertly
Joined that list, though a rail kepd Lavy and
Yent Du Nord from the second roumnd.
Michaels-Beerbaum acknowiedged that she
haad & few lucky rubs om her way aroaund
the first course,

“1 thought if [ had 20 much luck in
the initial round, then it was all the more
reasan (o lake great risk in the jump-oft,”
shie sald. And 50 she did.

“IH course, it was an advantage to fgo
Baik 1n Lhse jlllnp-tlr{. anmdl | had been able ko
walch Steve Guerdal go. He was the anly
one to take the inside tum in iront of the
coer andl stay clear at the first element of
the douhle combination, | knew if [ wanted
to wimn, | would have to do it the same
way, sail the reigning World Cup
Champaon.

Her daring paid ofi as she stapped the
timers just fractions of a second faster than
Guerdal on Jalesca Salier,

Michsels-Beerbaum enjoved driving
two Mercedes she'd won out of the ring a
Stuttgart, “It is a great honor for me to
write shiow jumping history,” she said. “To
achieve the hat trick of winning the Grand
Prix of Stutigart in three consscutive years
and even with the same horse, and to cele-
brate with the German Master viclary two
victories in such hig classes at the same
weekend, i something very special, [ know
how hard amd extraordinary this achieve-
ment is.

“This douhle success is the crowning of
oy and Shutterdly’s career. He is a very
special horse for me, For Shutterdly, this
Wik A veTy quccessiul wiear. He only com-
peted in mine or 10 shaosws but was always
placed amang the top, [ am very prousd
howw fresh and it he iz, which i remark-
able for a 15-vearold horse.” M
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Kate Levy Wraps Up European Tour

Placing second in the Mencedes Genman Master at Stubtgan was the culmination of
Eate Levy's European fow, Lewvy travelled fo Eunope in the spring a5 a member of the
LS. team’s Super League squad after being short-Ested for Olympic selection,

She decided (o stay in Ewrope for the fall, renting stalls at a fanm near Brussels,
Belgium. She and Vent Du Mord notched top-10 finishes in grand prix classes at C51
shows such a5 Liege (Belgivm), Caen (France), Chantilly {(France) and La Corufla
(Spain). They also won a class at the Niren Hardenberg 51 (Germany), Vent Du
Mord (Canadianreer—Ewichta, Quidam de Revel) is a 10-year-old Belgian
Wbl ood.

At Stuttgart, she qualified for one of the 12 spots in the German Master with
severith place in the first qualifier and 28th in the second qualiier.

Her jump-off round in the German Master was one of only three to come in
below 41 seconds, and the only one to best it was Meredith Michaels-Beerbasm on
the inimitable Shutterly,

"It wias fantastic to be in this class and to show with the best horses in the
world,” Lewy said. “It was a great feeling to stand beside Meredith in the swards
ceremary. | did not feel much préssure in the jump-off, since it was already a great
achéevernent that | made it so far | just let # go—| had nothing o bose. | never would
have magined to take second place in this famous class”

When Levy fiest got vent Du Noed five years ago as pan of & multi-horse deal,
she wasn't immiediately fond of him, “He had such a strong character that | would
nat have chasen him, if he would have nat been in this lot, but today we get along
wery well,” she said

“Wwith age he has becorme easier 1o deal with, and also | have sdpsted to his
strong character and leawve it to him as much as possible. Today he is past of the
Eamily,” said Lew.

Levy has been on the rosd to recovery since a horse reared and fell on her in
August 2007, She sulfered a broken pelvis, hip, tailbone and pubic bane, as well as
breaking her femur in eight places. During the selection frials for the LS. Ohmpic
team this spring, she still
wasn't 100 percent it but
has been recovering her
strength.

Lesy plans to by a
couple of young horses
in Europe to take back
ta the States when she
reburris fioe the Flenda
arcuit in lanuary,

Lewy dicd wery well
at Suttgart wath her
second horse, the
10-year-ald Halsteiner
mare Can Get You, with
whom she placed fifth
m the npenin;g clags,
but had one rail down
in the 1.50-meter clags,
“She is still less experi-
enced than Vent Du Moed
but has maybe even
meare potential. | am
really plad to have this
horse to ride and that
her owmer Betsy Green
o0 enijays coming with
her to the shows and
seemy how well she
dovelops”
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Kate Levy ended her sexson of competing in Europe at the
Stuttgart C5 with second place in the Mercedes German
Master aboard Vent Du Nord.



